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Sen. Leek sold Floridians down the river on
funding Ocklawaha restoration | Opinion

July 9, 2025

There is overwhelming scientific evidence that the Rodman Dam is an environmental
catastrophe causing long-term decline to many fish species. The economic costs of
preserving an aging dam instead of the longest river in Florida (St. Johns) and its longest
tributary (Ocklawaha) are staggering.

Despite these facts — and the bipartisan support of our elected leaders in the Florida

Legislature — Sen. Thomas Leek swayed Gov. Ron DeSantis to veto $6.25 million in
funding that would have begun the flow of 150 million gallons of additional freshwater to
the St. Johns River.

According to Audubon Florida, while the reservoir is popular for recreation, it comes at a
heavy price. The volume of water held back by the dam prevents 20 springs along the

Ocklawaha from flowing. Silver Springs especially has suffered long-term decline due in

part to the dam, while the migration of fish like mullet, flounder and red drum (as well as
manatees) are all impaired by this derelict dam.

Sportfishing in Rodman Reservoir apparently trumps the best interests of residents in six
counties: St. Johns, Clay, Duval, Flagler, Volusia and Putnam. Yet saltwater

intrusion causes the die-off of thousands of acres of submerged grasses that serve as the
primary diet of manatees and crucial habitat for many species of fish.

With the governor's veto, we remain threatened by toxic algae blooms, manatee die-offs
and the loss of thousands of acres of wetlands. That veto also killed our chance to improve
water quality in the St. Johns River, considered by scientists to be a viable alternative
source for our drinking water.
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Gov. DeSantis blew an historic opportunity to save 20 springs and three rivers, to enhance
and reestablish numerous migratory fish species and to provide critical habitat for
manatees and other wildlife. Instead, he saved a dam that was part of a failed attempt to

traverse Florida with a barge canal.

President Richard Nixon halted the project in 1971, largely due to environmental concerns.
We need that kind of leadership today.

Nicole Crosby, president, Save Guana Now, Ponte Vedra Beach
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