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North Florida's Ocklawaha River could see
restoration under newly filed Republican bills
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Senate and House Republicans on Monday proposed bills that could lead to the long-debated
restoration of North Florida’s Ocklawaha River, while also addressing outdoor recreation and
economic development.

Sen. Jason Brodeur, R-Sanford, and Rep. Wyman Duggan, R-Jacksonville, filed the identical
bills (SB 1066 and HB 981) for consideration during the legislative session that will start Jan. 13.

Environmentalists have sought for decades to restore the Ocklawaha River, which was dammed
to create a reservoir as part of the long-abandoned Cross Florida Barge Canal project. But
officials and businesspeople in areas such as Putnam County have fought tearing down what is
commonly called the Rodman dam because they say the reservoir, known for its fishing, is an
economic engine.

The bills would require the Department of Environmental Protection to develop a plan for
restoring the Ocklawaha, which is a tributary of the St. Johns River.

Among other things, the bills would require the Department of Environmental Protection and
other agencies — including local governments along the rivers in Clay, Marion, Putnam and St.
Johns counties — to develop an outdoor recreation plan that would address issues such as
fishing, hunting, swimming and hiking. In addition, the bills would require the state
Department of Commerce to create an economic-development program for Marion and Putnam
counties.
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