Ocklawaha River Restoration Means Business for Marion County

The Ocklawaha River is the primary tributary to

the St. Johns River, the largest river in Florida, A
and together with the Silver River and Springs — i
Florida’s largest spring - form a three-part river
system that reaches over 217 miles from Lake

Apopka to the Atlantic Ocean. These waterways

are a magnet for outdoor recreation and tourism

in our community. However, the Kirkpatrick Dam . ¢
obstructs the natural flow of freshwater from s |
the Ocklawaha River to the lower St. Johns River,

undermining the health of Silver Springs, the
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larger riverway, and the wildlife it supports Gaineswte "o puauily

including popular fisheries. This, together with Rodmon ‘

limited boat ramps and shore-based fishing o /"D:f“

opportunities, significantly restricts the ( Kigatrick

economic benefits these waterways could ok
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We the undersigned Marion County-based
businesses and leaders encourage Florida
decisionmakers to move forward with
Ocklawaha River restoration by funding and
directing state agencies to breach the
Kirkpatrick Dam to restore natural freshwater
flow and conditions benefiting Silver Springs,
improve recreational access, and provide related economic incentives.

Restoration and recreational access improvements will generate economic opportunities in
Marion County, including the designated Silver Springs community redevelopment area that is a
focus of local investment. This work would generate approximately $200 million in cumulative
net economic benefits over 20 years and return $2.09 for every dollar invested. In contrast,
dam operations cost on average $442,817 per year. In addition, the dam and associated
structures face a backlog of $4 million in deferred repairs and maintenance.

Investments in restoration and related infrastructure, such as boat ramps and docks, for
boating, fishing, manatee viewing, swimming, and paddling and other outdoor activities will
promote a more prosperous Marion County.



Sincerely,

Captain Erika Ritter
A Cruising Down the River
Fort McCoy

Davis Dinkins
Davis Dinkins Engineering, P.A.
Ocala

Dwayne Carlton
Ellison Property Management, Inc.
Ocala

Todd Rudnianyn
Fort McCoy Beef
Ocala

Mark Emery
Mark Emery Films
Ocala

Jo Layman

Founding member of Ocala Chamber and
Economic Partnership

Lead organizer of successful Marion County
Tourism Tax

Former marketing director at Florida Silver
Springs

Ocala

Councilmember Jim Hilty
Ocala City Council
Ocala

Rusty Branson
SouthState Bank
Ocala



