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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
110 SE WATULA AVENUE

OCAILA, FLORIDA 34471
(352) 629-CITY (2489)

April 11, 2025
RE: 2025/26 Florida Budget Funding for Ocklawaha River Restoration
Dear Honorable Members of the Florida Senate and House of Representatives,

The City of Ocala is a gateway to the famed Silver Springs. We are located just miles west of the
Silver River and Springs and its confluence with the Ocklawaha River, the biggest tributary to the
St. Johns River. I am concerned about the long-term degradation of Silver Springs and I am writing
to share my support for the restoration of the Ocklawaha River as an important step to improve the
health of this vital resource, expand outdoor recreation opportunities and generate economic
benefits for Marion County.

The world-famous Silver Springs State Park, one of Florida’s earliest tourist attractions, is a
valuable tourist destination and outdoor recreation hub for our city and Marion County. Visitation to
the park once totaled over one million people annually, and the hour-long glass-bottom boat rides
mesmerized visitors with the diversity of native species of fish. Although Silver River Park is still
beautiful and visited, the springs have suffered long-term decline in part due to the Kirkpatrick Dam
that was constructed as part of the halted Cross Florida Barge Canal project. Breaching the dam
would again allow for the migration of fish and wildlife that are beneficial to the health of Silver
Springs environment, outdoor recreation, and local businesses. In total, restoration is projected to
generate a net economic benefit of approximately $200 million long-term and hundreds of jobs for
Marion County and neighboring communities.

Ocklawaha River restoration is an investment in one of Florida’s premier parks — Silver River State
Park - and our most iconic springs and rivers. I strongly support the legislature's efforts to authorize
and fund restoration during the 2025 legislative session.

Thank you for your dedicated efforts on behalf of the State of Florida.

Respectfully yours,

Ben Marciano

Mayor of Ocala



