
Ocklawaha River Restoration Means Business for Putnam County 

 

The Ocklawaha River is the primary tributary to 
the St. Johns River, the largest river in Florida, 
and together with the Silver River and Springs 
form a three-part river system that reaches 
over 217 miles from Lake Apopka to the 
Atlantic Ocean. These waterways are a magnet 
for outdoor recreation and tourism in our 
community. However, the Kirkpatrick Dam 
obstructs the natural flow of freshwater from 
the Ocklawaha River to the lower St. Johns 
River, undermining the health of the riverway, 
as well as risking public safety for Putnam 
County communities located downstream of 
the dam. This, together with limited boat ramps 
and shore-based fishing opportunities, 
significantly restricts the economic benefits 
these waterways could provide for Putnam 
County. 

We the undersigned Putnam County-based 
businesses and stakeholders encourage Florida 
decisionmakers to move forward with 
Ocklawaha River restoration by funding and 
directing state agencies to breach the 
Kirkpatrick Dam to restore natural freshwater 
flow, improve recreational access, and provide related economic incentives for Putnam 
County. 

Restoration and recreational access improvements would generate approximately $200 million 
in cumulative net economic benefits over 20 years and return $2.09 for every dollar invested. In 
contrast, dam operations cost on average $442,817 per year. In addition, the dam and 
associated structures face a backlog of $4 million in deferred repairs and maintenance.  

Investments in restoration and related infrastructure, such as boat ramps and docks, for 
boating, fishing, manatee viewing, swimming, and paddling and other outdoor activities will 
promote a more prosperous Putnam County.  

  

Sincerely,  



Businesses 

Mike Adams 
ADAMScience 
Elkton 
 
Lars Anderson 
Adventure Outpost 
High Springs 
 
Bob H. Lee 
Author 
30-year veteran of Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission 
Satsuma 
 
Andrea Conover 
Azalea City Brewing Company 
Palatka 
 
Donnie Adams 
Boatbuilder 
Palatka 
 
Cheryl Brenner 
Brenner Marine Construction, Inc. 
Satsuma 
 
Mark Chiappini 
Chiappini’s Gulf Station 
Melrose 
 
Chance Clay 
Clay Ranch LLC 
Grandin 
 
Daniel R. Dodge 
Dodge Hospitality Group, LLC 

Crescent City 
 
David Halusky 
Earth Kinship – Kayak Tours and Nature 
Education 
Elkton 
 
Robert Wilson 
Florida Living History at Its Finest/Wizard’s 
Gun Shop 
Ft. McCoy 
 
Kevin Finch 
Welaka Lodge and Resort (former owner) 
Welaka 
 
John W. Maluda 
JK Maluda LLC 
Retired Major General US Air Force 
Welaka 
 
Linda Myers 
Myers Resources 
Former Putnam County Commissioner and 
Tax Collector 
Palatka 
 
Bruce “Bull” Horning 
Welaka Fish, Crab and Bait 
Welaka 
 
Marti McCoy 
Welaka Lodge and Resort (current owners) 
Welaka 
 

Organizations 
 
Dean Campbell 
Bartram Trail Society of Florida 
Retired St. Johns River Water Management 
District 

Palatka 
 
Sam Carr 
Bartram Trail Society 



Putnam County Waterways and Trails 
Committee 
Florida Greenways and Trails Council 
(former governor appointee) 
Northeast Florida Regional Council Trails 
and Ecotourism Task Force 
Satsuma 
 
Linda Crider 
Putnam County Waterways and Trails 
Committee (District 3) 
East Palatka 
 
Tim Houghtaling 

Putnam County Waterways and Trails 
Committee 
San Mateo 
 
Ken Mahaffey 
Bartram Trail Society  
Former Putnam County Tax Collector 
Palatka 
 
Mike Stallings 
Friends of Dunns Creek State Park 
Welaka 
 

 
Note: Affiliations are provided for identification purposes only and do not necessarily represent 
the views or positions of the respective organizations. 
 
Individuals 
 
Janis Brown 
St. Johns River resident 
Welaka 
 
Dr. C.C. Garner 
St. Johns River resident 
Retired OB-GYN 
Welaka 
 
 
 
 

Chip Laibl 
Former Putnam County Commissioner 
San Mateo 
 
Dr. Ed Lewis 
Retired Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 
Palatka 
 
Robbie Scholl 
Retired commercial fisherman 
Welaka 
 

 


