
Fishermen Support Ocklawaha River Restoration  

 

The Ocklawaha River is the primary tributary to the 
St. Johns River, the largest river in Florida, and 
together with the Silver River and Springs form a 
three-part river system that reaches over 217 miles 
from Lake Apopka to the Atlantic Ocean. These 
waterways are magnets for fishing and outdoor 
recreation in Florida. However, the Kirkpatrick Dam 
obstructs the natural flow of freshwater from the 
Ocklawaha River to the lower St. Johns River, 
undermining the health of the riverway and the 
wildlife and fish it supports. This, together with 
limited boat ramps and shore-based fishing 
opportunities, significantly restricts the benefits 
these waterways could provide anglers. 

We the undersigned fishermen and organizations 
encourage Florida decisionmakers to move 
forward with Ocklawaha River restoration by 
funding and directing state agencies to breach the 
Kirkpatrick Dam to restore natural freshwater flow 
and improve fishing opportunities and access. 

Restoring natural freshwater flow from the Ocklawaha to the lower St. Johns River would 
improve fishing from the Atlantic Ocean to the headwaters of the Ocklawaha River. These 
actions would still maintain the world-renowned Florida bass, bluegill, and crappie fisheries 
while also increasing popular migratory fish species such as striped bass, striped mullet, and 
white and channel catfish, and American eel, shrimp, and blue crab, which are important target 
species and prey for Florida bass, striped bass, redfish, spotted seatrout, flounder, and cobia. 
Downstream of the dam, additional freshwater flow would contribute to the recovery of 
declining fish habitat, such as eelgrass beds, as well as improve conditions for saltmarsh and 
oyster reefs in the lower St. Johns River and estuary to the benefit of those same species. 

Investments in restoration and related infrastructure, such as boat ramps and docks, will 
improve the health of our riverways, native fish species and habitat, and expand fishing and 
recreational access and opportunities for local communities. 

  

Sincerely,  



Captain Erika Ritter 
A Cruising Down the River 
Fort McCoy 
 
Captain Daniel Andrews 
Captains for Clean Water 
Fort Myers 
 
Evan Tucker and Captain Rami Ashouri 
Cowford Conservation 
Jacksonville 
 
David Lutgens 
David Tracy Seafood 
Jacksonville 
 
Captain Benny Blanco 
FishingFlamingo.com 
Guiding Flow TV 
Miami 
 
Captain C.A. Richardson 
Flats Class 
Crystal River 
 
Chris Peterson 
Hells Bay Boatworks 
Titusville 
 
Frank Surface 
Lake Shore Marine Center 
Jacksonville 
 
John Williams 
Lamb’s Yacht Center 
Jacksonville 
 
Mark Emery 
Mark Emery Films 
Ocala 
 
Josh O’Conner 
RennWorks Outdoors 
Fernandina Beach 

Bruce “Bull” Horning 
Welaka Fish, Crab and Bait 
Welaka 


