
 

RE: 2025/26 Florida Budget Funding for Ocklawaha River Restoration 

Dear Honorable Members of the Florida Senate and House of Representatives,  

The St. Johns River has remained a vital resource for the City of Palatka for nearly two centuries, supporting 
transportation, commerce, and recreation. Since that time, the river has seen significant impacts, such as the 
severe decline of eel grass, algal blooms, and reduced freshwater flows from its primary tributary – the 
Ocklawaha River. I am writing to urge your support and state funding to breach the Kirkpatrick Dam and 
restore this lifeline for the St. Johns.  

The Ocklawaha River restoration is an investment in our economy. Restoration would expand existing and 
create new outdoor recreational opportunities for boating, shore-based fishing, springs recreation, wildlife 
watching and other activities that will benefit local communities and businesses. In total, restoration and 
related fishing access improvements are expected to generate $200 million in long-term economic benefits 
and hundreds of jobs for Palatka and neighboring North Florida communities.  

A free-flowing Ocklawaha River would also bolster the broader health of the St. Johns River. Restoration 
would increase freshwater flows into the St. Johns, thereby improving water quality and helping combat 
saltwater intrusion that reaches from the Atlantic Ocean to Palatka’s shores. Inflows from the Ocklawaha 
would also deliver nutrients beneficial to the health of the St. Johns River ecosystem and promote the 
recovery of eel grass habitat crucial to local fisheries. Florida bass, mullet, and shrimp and the anglers who 
target them stand to benefit from these changes locally and throughout the larger riverway, helping to offset 
alterations to the Rodman Reservoir fishery. 

Palatka has been called the “Gem City of the St. Johns” and in many ways the St. Johns is the crown jewel of 
Palatka. Ocklawaha River restoration is a critical investment that will provide significant benefits to our local 
economy and environment. I strongly encourage Florida decisionmakers to take action to authorize and fund 
the restoration of the Ocklawaha River during the 2025 legislative session.   

Thank you for your collective efforts in service to the great state of Florida. 

Sincerely,  

 

Mayor Roberta “Robbi” Correa 

City of Palatka 

201 N 2nd Street 

Palatka, FL 32177 

rcorrea@palatka-fl.gov 

386-983-0475 
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