
June 16, 2025 

The Honorable Ben Albritton, Senate President 
The Honorable Speaker Daniel Perez 
404 South Monroe St.  
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100 
  
The Honorable Ron DeSantis 
Governor, State of Florida 
400 South Monroe St.  
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001 
  
Dear Governor DeSantis, President Albritton, and Speaker Perez: 

On June 10, 2025, the Putnam Board of County Commissioners (BoCC) passed a motion to 
send a formal letter of support stating their opposition to restoration of the Ocklawaha 
River. The item was not on the published commission agenda, thereby precluding their 
constituents an opportunity to participate. As such, we write to you as former local elected 
office holders of city and county government in support of the Florida legislature’s 
proposed $6.25 million in funding to initiate Ocklawaha River restoration.  

Your leadership has helped restore and protect some of our state’s greatest natural 
resources from the Everglades to the Florida Wildlife Corridor. The Ocklawaha River 
restoration is a historic opportunity to build on that legacy. Putnam County’s boundary may 
overlap the Kirkpatrick Dam and Rodman Reservoir, but the significance of this project 
extends far beyond our communities. Removing an earthen section of the Kirkpatrick Dam 
adjacent the historic river channel would reconnect the 217-mile-long Ocklawaha, Silver 
and St. Johns riverway and, in doing so, unleash public safety, environmental and 
economic benefits for a 12-county-region extending from Lake Apopka to the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

We do not feel that the Putnam BoCC letter represents the position of most Putnam County 
citizens and is not based on the newest science and economic information. Rather, it 
ignores current information, the dam and reservoir’s more expansive negative impacts and 
key benefits of restoration. There is broad public support, as well as robust science and 
economics backing Ocklawaha River restoration. Our communities are ready to move on 
from the decades long fight over the Kirkpatrick Dam/Rodman Reservoir and write our next 
chapter. Leadership, vision and bold moves by Florida’s legislature and governor are 
required to move forward.   



The efforts of the Florida House and Senate to recognize and invest in this amazing part of 
wild Florida are greatly appreciated. State funding and planning efforts will bring everyone 
to the table to shape Ocklawaha River restoration, outdoor recreation opportunities, and 
pursue further opportunities to develop Putnam County’s outdoors economy.  

We respectfully ask you to approve the proposed $6.25 million for Ocklawaha River 
restoration. Above and below the Rodman Reservoir there is a beautiful and historic river. 
Together, we can set it free and work toward a better future for communities of the 
Ocklawaha, Silver, and St. Johns rivers and springs.   

  

Sincerely,  

  

Kim Dugger, Former Mayor of the Town of Welaka (2025) and Town of Welaka Council 
Member (2023-2025), Putnam County 

Jessica Finch, Former Mayor of the Town of Welaka (2024-2025), Town of Welaka Council 
President (2019-2024) and Council Member (2018), Putnam County 

Chip Laibl, Former County Commissioner (2007-2018), Former President North Florida 
Regional Council (1998-2008), and Former President City of Palatka Downtown Merchants 
Association (1997-2002), Putnam County 

Linda Myers, Former County Commissioner (1998-2006), Tax Collector (2012-2024) and 
Chamber of Commerce President (1996), Putnam County 

Vern Myers, Former Mayor of the City of Palatka (2011-2014) and former Palatka City 
Commissioner (2008-2010), Putnam County  

  

  

 

 


